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Welcome to the November/December Catalogue!  For many of us this is a busy time of year.  Between 
Thanksgiving and religious holidays and New Year’s, there is plenty to do. I am busy with menu planning and 
gift planning and decorating.  It’s great to have friends in and to do things with family.   
 
But I always sign up for some of LIFE’s classes as well.  It provides me with a time to sit and think about other 
things for a while in my busy week.  A good lecture can transport you to another time and place.  And I 
always love learning new things.  The world is full of wonders waiting to be discovered.   
 
I also enjoy that some of the lectures deal with the holidays themselves.  Learning more about the origins of 
Thanksgiving or the music of Christmas is fun for me during this time of year.  But like singing a Christmas 
Carol, I really prefer to take such classes during these two months.  It a seasonal thing.  So take a look at all 
the offerings in the course catalogue for these two months.   
                                 
                                I am certain there will be several that appeal to you.  I know I will make time for many of  
                                them.  Alongside the hectic holiday planning. 
                                See you in class!  
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The Day The Music Died with Paul Koeller 

Enjoy reliving the stories and music of some of the famous musicians who died way too young; 

including Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens, Otis Redding, Janis Joplin, 

Jimi Hendrix, Jim Morrison, Cass Elliot, Duane Allman, Brian Jones, Jim Croce, Harry Chapin, 

Bob Marley, Kurt Cobain, and more. 

Date(s): Wednesday, November 1   Time: 10 am-Noon   # of Sessions: 1   

Location: Heintz Center Rm. H1415  

LIFE Member Fee: $12   Non-Member Fee: $15 

 

“I’ll Have What She’s Having”: The Jewish Deli with Docent, Illinois Holocaust Museum 

& Education Center 

More than a place to get a meal, the Jewish deli is a community forged in food. “I’ll Have 

What She’s Having”: The Jewish Deli explores how Jewish immigrants, mostly from 

Central and Eastern Europe, imported and adapted traditions to create a uniquely American restaurant. 

Organized by the Skirball Cultural Center, the exhibition reveals how Jewish delicatessens became a 

cornerstone of American food culture.  Get a taste of deli history through neon signs, menus, advertisements, 

uniforms, photographs, and film and TV clips.  

Date(s): Wednesday, November 1   Time: 1-2 pm   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $10   Non-Member Fee: $15 

 

Great Literature with Marita Heller MA, Betty Spitzmiller PhD, Facilitators 

This class is a discussion group (formerly called Great Books) composed of people who 

love reading and discussing great literature.  In 23-24 we’ll read and discuss short stories 

by Flannery O’Connor, Edgar Allan Poe, Katherine Anne Porter, Leslie Silko, Isaac Bashevis 

Singer, Leo Tolstoy, John Updike, Alice Walker, Eudora Welty, Edith Wharton, and Virginia Woolf and several 

Shakespearean plays.  Our fall meetings and spring meetings will be hybrid (in person at the Heintz Center) or 

by Zoom (your choice) and the winter meetings will be on ZOOM only. Please join us. The class fee covers the 

whole year. 

Date(s): Thursdays, Nov. 2 and Dec. 7   Time: 10 am-Noon   # of Sessions: 2    

Location: Heintz Center Rm. H1305 and Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $32 for 8 months   Non-Member Fee: $42 for 8 months 
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The Dark Side of Light Pollution with J. Kelly Beatty, Senior Editor, SKY & TELESCOPE 

Light pollution has become a pervasive and ugly consequence of our 24/7 society. Few of us 

can enjoy a star-spangled night sky any longer, thanks to the glowing pall caused by all the 

lights that line roadways, parking lots, and backyards. More ominously, a growing body of 

research finds that excessive light at night disrupts nocturnal ecosystems, sometimes 

dramatically. It can also inhibit the production of melatonin, a compound produced as we sleep—and only in 

darkness— that seems to play multiple roles in maintaining general human health. The situation has not been 

helped by the widespread rollout of light-emitting diodes, or LEDs. Fortunately, the spread of light pollution 

can be halted and even reversed. Join us as Kelly discusses how we can safely light up our homes, businesses, 

and communities without wasting energy, disturbing the neighbors, or creating an unhealthy environment for 

humans and wildlife. 

Date(s): Thursday, November 2   Time: 1-2:30 pm   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $12   Non-Member Fee: $19 

 

Gales of November with Ric Mixter, Diver and PBS Producer 

The witch of November has terrorized the Great Lakes since the first Americans 

paddled the shorelines. Fed by moisture from the Gulf of Mexico and chilled by an 

Arctic jet stream, these storms wreak havoc on the lakes and bring notorious storms 

that have sunk the largest freighters lost on the inland seas.  In this very popular 

lecture, Ric Mixter shares not only insight and rare survivor interviews from autumn 

gales, but also first-hand accounts of dives to freighters lost to the winds. From his dive to the Edmund 

Fitzgerald and help in rediscovery of the Carl Bradley to the unique destruction of the Daniel J Morrell and 

miraculous survival of Dennis Hale, Ric Mixter shares details and underwater footage that you’ve never seen in 

any other lecture on the topic.  Chronicling modern storms from 1905 to 1975, this lecture is very popular 

anywhere in the Midwest, as it features many of the wrecks that have been chronicled in countless books. Ric 

shares what it’s like to dive the shipwrecks from submarines and with SCUBA and he brings 30 years of award-

winning research to the podium.  Included in this are his exclusive interviews with two sailors who took on 126 

mile per hour winds during the 1940 Armistice Day Storm. 

Date(s): Monday, November 6   Time: 10-Noon   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $15   Non-Member Fee: $25 

 

The Legacy of the JFK Assassination with Chad Israelson MA, RCTC History Professor 

November 22nd will mark the 60th anniversary of the Kennedy assassination.  It has taken 

on mythic status in the nation’s history.  This course will not attempt to prove or disapprove 

any one theory about the events of that day but rather will examine the impact of the 

assassination, its place in the collective national psyche, and address some of the questions 

that remain about lone gunman vs conspiracy. 

Date(s): Monday, November 6   Time: 1-3 pm   # of Sessions: 1  Location: Heintz Center Rm. H1100 

LIFE Member Fee: $15   Non-Member Fee: $25 
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Russia, 1917-1921 with Thomas Emmert PhD, Smithsonian Historian 

In June 2023, Vladimir Putin warned that Russia was flirting with a civil war just as it had in 

1918 following the Bolshevik Revolution. We will examine the turbulent years of that 

bloody civil conflict that helped to determine the future totalitarian character of the Soviet 

Union.  Is Putin heir to that legacy as well? 

Date(s): Tuesday, November 7   Time: 10 am-Noon   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $15   Non-Member Fee: $25 

 

The 1893 Chicago World’s Fair with Michelle Gibbons, Historical Presenter 

The year is 1893 and the city of Chicago is booming. Chicago is told it will be the city chosen 

among several others to officially hold the World’s Columbian Exposition, celebrating the 

400th Anniversary of Christopher Columbus’ arrival. The fair will mark a turning point in 

Chicago’s history, bringing diverse cultures to the area as well as architecture, the arts, 

sanitation and more. It will also help bring an industrial boom to the city, bringing those 

from all over the world to what would become a key melting pot city in America.  Michelle Gibbons, will 

discuss the turn of events that took place at the World’s Columbian Exposition, later to be called the 1893 

Chicago World’s Fair. Gibbons will explain how Thomas Edison brought his new inventions to the fair. 

Date(s): Tuesday, November 7   Time: 1-2:15 pm   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $10   Non-Member Fee: $15 

 

The Battles For and Against Nature in the Lower Delta with John Anfinson PhD, Author, 

River District Historian, Retired Mississippi National River and Recreation Area 

Superintendent 

Seventy-five miles above Baton Rouge, the Corps of Engineers is intent on stopping the 

geologic clock, determined to block nature from letting the Mississippi River change 

course and abandon Baton Rouge and New Orleans. Where the delta meets the Gulf, 

engineers are doing everything they can to prevent the Gulf from eating away the delta. 

For a variety of reasons, the engineers and the delta have been losing this battle. This presentation is about 

these battles for and against nature, one to keep the Great River locked on its current path and the other to 

save its delta. 

Date(s): Wednesday, November 8   Time: 10-11 am   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $10   Non-Member Fee: $15 

 

The Floating City at Sea followed by Beef Stew for 2500 with John Landry, USS 

Midway Museum Speakers Bureau, US Navy Veteran 

Did you know that only about 5% of the USS Midway’s 4,500 crew were pilots?  

That the other 95% operated a floating city at sea—restaurants, barber shops, 

city utilities, convenience stores, police, hospital, newspaper, hotels, laundry 

and much more—so that the pilots could launch when the nation called.  Explore this floating city at sea, all 

within the confines of three football fields! 

Date(s): Thursday, November 9   Time: 1-2:15 pm   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $10   Non-Member Fee: $15 



RCTC LIFE Program – Nov/Dec 2023 
 

13 
 

 

The St. Anthony Park Neighborhood with Kristin Anderson PhD, Professor of Art, Augsburg 

University 

Developed as a nineteenth century “railroad suburb” situated between Minneapolis and St. 

Paul, St. Anthony Park is one of the best-known neighborhoods in the Twin Cities. With lively 

business districts, lovely houses, interesting parks, and a small industrial area, St. Anthony 

Park and its neighbors—the University Grove, the St. Paul Campus, and the State 

Fairgrounds—tell a fascinating story of community and development. 

Date(s): Monday, November 13   Time: 1-3 pm   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $15   Non-Member Fee: $25 

 

Margaret Mitchell and “Gone with the Wind” with Taylor Hagood PhD, Professor of 

American Literature, English Department Florida Atlantic University 

In 1936, the publication of “Gone With the Wind” amounted to a cultural phenomenon. It 

sold and sold and sold. But its reluctant author, Margaret Mitchell, almost did not get it to 

the editor who saw what a smash hit it would be. In this lecture, we will follow the life of 

Mitchell up to the climax of her one great novel. We will then revisit the book and the 

1939 film that also took the world by storm and became a cultural icon. We will consider 

how Mitchell developed her strong and passionate character, Scarlett O’Hara, as well as 

the unforgettable Rhett Butler. Those two characters have greatly outlived their author, 

whose life was cut tragically short. The lecture will close with a look at the prequels, sequels, adaptations, and 

retellings of this classic story. 

Date(s): Tuesday, November 14   Time: 10 am-Noon   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $15   Non-Member Fee: $25 

 

Nazi Hunter Fritz Bauer—A Heroic Story! with Anette Isaacs MAs 

It has become common knowledge that Adolf Eichmann was captured by Mossad agents in 

Argentina and brought to justice in Israel. But hardly anyone is familiar with the fact that it 

was a German Jew, the Hessian attorney general Fritz Bauer, who provided pivotal 

information about Eichmann’s whereabouts in South America to the Israeli authorities. Join 

German Historian Anette Isaacs as she pays homage to Bauer, this true hero who died 55 

years ago, and who confronted post-war German society with its guilt -and denial thereof- by almost single-

handedly initiating the Auschwitz Trials of the mid 1960s. 

Date(s): Wednesday, November 15   Time: 1-2:30 pm   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $12   Non-Member Fee: $19 
 

Mount Rushmore with David E. Jones, Historical Presenter 

Today, more than 2 million people each year visit Mount Rushmore in the Black Hills of 

South Dakota. Fourteen years, four hundred workers, 450,000 tons of rock, nearly one 

million dollars. Those are some of the statistics behind the carving of Mount Rushmore.  The 

story is even more interesting. 

Date(s): Thursday, November 16   Time: 10-11:15 am   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $10   Non-Member Fee: $15 
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The French Alliance and the Road to Yorktown with Richard Bell PhD, University of 

Maryland 

The Siege of Yorktown in October 1781 was a decisive win for George Washington’s 

Continental Army. Yet it was also a triumph for the unlikely wartime alliance forged 

between patriot revolutionaries and the French King Louis XVI. University of Maryland 

historian Dr. Richard Bell explores the inside story of this essential alliance as it evolved 

from small-scale privateering and gun-running into a military partnership that achieved a stunning joint victory 

at the Yorktown, the climactic battle of the American Revolution. 

Date(s): Thursday, November 16   Time: 1-2:30 pm   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $19   Non-Member Fee: $29 

 

LIFE Book Group with Steve Troutman, Facilitator 

November's book is "Long Petal Of The Sea" by Isabel Allende with our final book of the 

calendar year being "American Sherlock: Murder, Forensics, and the Birth of American CSI" 

by Kate Winkler Dawson.  If you register now, you pay a fee for the entire Nov thru Jun 

academic year.   

Date(s): Fridays, Nov 17 and Dec 15   Time: 10 am-Noon   # of Sessions: 8   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $32   Non-Member Fee: $42 

 

“This Land Is Their Land: The Wampanoag Indians, Plymouth Colony, and the Troubled 

History of Thanksgiving” with David Silverman PhD 

400+ years after the first Thanksgiving, a new look at the Plymouth colony's founding 

events, told for the first time with Wampanoag people at the heart of the story.  This 

unsettling history reveals why some modern Native people hold a Day of Mourning on 

Thanksgiving, a holiday which celebrates a myth of colonialism and white proprietorship 

of the United States. “This Land is Their Land”  shows that it is time to rethink how we, as a pluralistic nation, 

tell the history of Thanksgiving. 

Date(s): Monday, November 20   Time: 10 am-Noon   # of Sessions: 1  Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $25   Non-Member Fee: $35 

 

New Orleans Jazz Funerals:  The Roots of American Music with Dr. John Leisenring 

As the happy music of the brass band fades into the streets of the French Quarter, 

with the dancing feet of the second line following, we’ll examine how the music of 

the New Orleans Jazz Funerals represent a microcosm of the roots of American 

Music.  Through the beginnings of Ragtime, the Blues, and on to the wonderful music 

played by Louis Armstrong, the amalgam of European and African music that is OUR 

music will be explored and discussed.  And always remember - - “To Meditate Is To 

Dance!” 

Date(s): Monday, November 20   Time: 1-2:30 pm   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Heintz Center Rm. H1415 

LIFE Member Fee: $10   Non-Member Fee: $15 
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The War That Changed Your World: Science & in WWII with Maddie Roach, 

Distance Learning Specialist, The National WWII Museum 

Today’s televisions, computers, and cell phones can all trace their origins to 

technological advancements realized during WWII. Students learn about radar, 

penicillin, blood plasma, computers, and the atomic bomb; and how these 

inventions continue to affect their lives today. 

Date(s): Tuesday, November 28   Time: 1-2:15 pm   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $10 Non-Member Fee: $15 

 

King Arthur: Fact and Fiction with Jennifer Paxton PhD, Director, University Honors 

Program, Associate Dean of Undergraduate Studies, Clinical Associate Professor, 

Department of History, Christian University of America 

Historian Jennifer Paxton examines the evidence for and against the existence of a warrior 

leader named Arthur, who supposedly stemmed the tide of the Anglo-Saxon advance into 

Britain in the late 5th century in the chaotic aftermath of the collapse of Roman rule. How 

much can history tell us about "King" Arthur, and how has his legend developed in the past millennium and a 

half? 

Date(s): Wednesday, November 29   Time: 10am-Noon   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $15 Non-Member Fee: $25 

 

“A Woman's War, Too” with Virginia M. Wright-Peterson, PhD 

World War II was a total war, devouring the military and civilian resources of nations. 

Women in Minnesota—like women across the country—made bold, unconventional, 

and important contributions to the effort. They enlisted in all branches of the military 

and worked for the military as civilians. They labored in factories, mines, and shipyards. 

They were also tireless peace activists, and they worked to relocate interned Japanese 

American citizens and European refugees. They served as cryptologists, journalists, 

pilots, riveters, factory workers, nurses, entertainers, and spies.  In 1938, before the United States joined the 

conflict, a Minnesota woman was covering the war in Europe as a reporter. Another was a military nurse at 

Pearl Harbor when the bombs fell. Minnesota women witnessed the fall of France, the defeat of Axis forces in 

North Africa and Italy, the Battle of the Bulge, D-Day and the invasion of Normandy, the liberation of France 

and of the concentration camp at Dachau, and the dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima.  In this rich 

chronological account, Virginia M. Wright-Peterson reframes our understanding of the war through the 

specific and powerful stories of individual women. It was their war, too. 

Date(s): Thursday, November 30   Time: 1-2:30 pm   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $10 Non-Member Fee: $15 
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“Sistine Chapel” followed by “Raphael’s Sistine Madonna” with Kristin Anderson PhD, 

Professor of Art, Augsburg University 

The Sistine Chapel 

One of the best-known spaces in the Christian tradition, the Sistine Chapel is recognized 

for the famous paintings done by Michelangelo. Yet the ceiling and the Last Judgment 

projects were only two parts of a more complex design, done by multiple artists over a 

few generations. This presentation looks at the entire plan for the Sistine Chapel’s floor-

to-ceiling decoration. 

Raphael’s Sistine Madonna  

Many people are familiar with the cute angels in Raphael’s 1513 painting, even though most wouldn’t 

recognize the rest of the image, much less know its fascinating story. This presentation focuses on the 

meaning and purpose of Raphael’s famous Sistine Madonna. 

Date(s): Monday, December 4   Time: 10 am-Noon   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $15   Non-Member Fee: $25 

 

The First Amendment with National Constitution Center Staff 

On September 6, 2023, the National Constitution Center will 

open its newest gallery, The First Amendment. Protecting some 

of our most cherished freedoms—religious liberty, free speech, a 

free press, the freedom of assembly, and the right to petition—the First Amendment is a pillar of democracy 

and the American way. The gallery will offer a fresh perspective on the history of the First Amendment and 

how it impacts us today.  The 1,500-square-foot exhibit will feature more than 20 artifacts highlighting all five 

freedoms, including handwritten case notes from U.S. Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis; the anti-Vietnam 

War armband worn by the Tinker family, the centerpiece of the student speech case, Tinker v. Des Moines; 

The New York Times’ publication of the classified "Pentagon Papers;” and a pennant from the 1963 March on 

Washington for Jobs and Freedom. To highlight the importance of free speech and a free press, the exhibit will 

also include recorded video interviews with the plaintiffs from key First Amendment cases.  

Date(s): Tuesday, December 5   Time: 1-2:30 pm   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $12   Non-Member Fee: $19 

 

The True Story of Hanukah and its Significance Today with Rabbi Werner, B’nai Israel 

Synagogue 

Discover the customs and food traditions of Hanukah as well as the real story and its 

implications for our world.   

Date(s):  Tuesday, December 6    Time: 10-11:30 am   # of Sessions: 1    

Location:   Heintz Center Rm. H1403 and Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $10   Non-Member Fee: $15 
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Treasure in the Caverns:  Storage and Care of Rare Materials at the U of MN Libraries 

with Marguerite Ragnow, PhD, Curator, James Ford Bell Library, University of MN 

Curator Marguerite Ragnow will lead you on a virtual tour of the underground storage 

facilities where rare materials are kept, talk about the new storage facility currently under 

construction, and discuss the many issues involved in caring for the rare materials at the U. 

Date(s): Wednesday, December 6   Time: 1-2:30 pm   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $10   Non-Member Fee: $15 

 

Pearl Harbor December 7, 1941 with John Landry, USS Midway Museum Speakers 

Bureau, US Navy Veteran 

In the early 1900’s a string of Islands and Spanish territories became US and pointed 

at the heart of Japan, too close for comfort. Following WWI Japan was awarded the 

administration of the Marshall and Gilbert Islands.  Japan negotiated a promise from 

the US to not militarize islands under US control.  Japan signed a Treaty to limit 

warship construction.  The gradual erosion of civilian government authority in Japan coincided with the rise of 

military authority.  Japan became increasingly aggressive to neighboring nations of Manchuria, Korea and 

China.  By 1940 Japan had two-million-man army and navy; the US in comparison had 450,000 soldiers and 

215,273 naval personnel.  US armed forces ranked 16th largest in the world behind Romania.  In spite of the 

difference in manpower Japan hesitated to push the US into war until a young, US educated admiral named 

Yamamoto conceived a plan to crush the US and set the entire Pacific basin aflame and destroying the US fleet 

at Pearl Harbor.  The Japanese Imperial Council finally approved Yamamoto’s plan July 1941. Final 

preparations were completed, and the Fleet of 6 Japanese carriers and surrounding ships sailed under radio 

silence November 26, 1941, headed north of Hawaii to await the final order to attack and destroy the US fleet 

in Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1942.  But the carriers were not at Pearl Harbor, a crucial error by Japan. 

Date(s): Thursday, December 7   Time: 1-2:15 pm   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $10   Non-Member Fee: $15 

 

The Lincoln-Douglas Debates of 1858 with Bennett Smith MA 

Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas carried on a series of seven debates in 1858 

while running for the Senate seat from Illinois that are some of the most important 

clashes of political ideas in the history of America. The key issues in the debates were 

slavery or more specifically the extension of slavery into the Kansas and Nebraska 

territories, and the 1857 Dred Scott Supreme Court decision that Lincoln believed 

could lead to the nationalization of slavery.  The stakes could not have been higher, 

and even though Lincoln lost the election in 1858, his reputation and stature grew significantly as a result of 

the publication of the debates. The outcome was that he was able to secure the presidential nomination for 

the Republican Party. Douglas’s views on “popular sovereignty” split the Democratic Party into northern and 

southern factions, and that created a wide enough opening for Lincoln to win the election of 1860. Please join 

us for a look at the historical significance of the Lincoln-Douglas debates.  A recommended reading list and 

handout will be provided, and there will be a question and answer session after the lecture. 

Date(s): Thursday, December 7   Time: 2:30-4:30 pm   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $15   Non-Member Fee: $25 



RCTC LIFE Program – Nov/Dec 2023 
 

18 
 

 

Midcentury Christmas: Fads and Fun from 1945 to 1970 with Leslie Goddard, PhD 

Christmas in America from the 1940s through the 1960s meant aluminum trees, 

department store Santas, and cartoon specials on TV.  Every kid in the suburbs had to 

have an Easy Bake Oven, a G.I. Joe, or a  Slinky. The coolest houses had rotating color 

wheels for their trees.  Historian Leslie Goddard explores this optimistic era in a new 

illustrated lecture, using photographs, advertisements, greeting cards, and catalogs to 

explore why this era was a turning point for how we celebrate the holidays. 

Date(s): Friday, December 8   Time: 10-11:15 am   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $10   Non-Member Fee: $15 

 

Holiday Movie: Operation Christmas Drop  

Join us for a holiday movie, hot cocoa, and cookies. Operation Christmas Drop: 

Congressional aide Erica forgoes family Christmas to travel at her boss's behest. At a 

beach side Air Force base, she clashes with Capt. Andrew Jantz, who knows her 

assignment is finding reasons to defund the facility.   

Date(s): Monday, December 11   Time: 1-3 pm   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Heintz Center Rm. H1100 

LIFE Member Fee: $5   Non-Member Fee: $10 

 

The Fireside Poets with Taylor Hagood PhD, Professor of American Literature, English 

Department, Florida Atlantic University 

You know their names: Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Oliver Wendell Holmes, John 

Greenleaf Whittier, William Cullen Bryant, James Russell Lowell. They were the poets of 

your parent’s generation, but you might just like them yourself. One of them, Longfellow, 

definitely hits close to home for Minnesotans, with The Song of Hiawatha. In this December 

lecture—a good time for the fireside—we will take a tour of the lives and works of these 

nineteenth-century American poets whose works are highly readable, often comforting, and part of the 

historical fabric of the nation. 

Date(s): Tuesday, December 12   Time: 10 am-Noon   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $15   Non-Member Fee: $25 

 

Frohe Weihnachten: Unwrapping the Charms of German Christmas Traditions - 

with Anette Isaacs MAs 

Uncover the rich history and cultural significance behind cherished customs such 

as the Advent calendar, Christkindlmarkt, and St. Nicholas Day. Delve into the 

heartwarming tales of the Christkind and the festive decoration of the 

Tannenbaum, while also exploring the delectable delights of traditional holiday treats like Lebkuchen and 

Stollen. Join German Historian Anette Isaacs and journey through time and tradition, exploring how Germany's 

unique customs have shaped the magic of Christmas celebrations worldwide. 

Date(s): Wednesday, December 13   Time: 2-3:30 pm   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $12   Non-Member Fee: $19 
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The Battle of the Bulge with Jim Gibbons, Historical Presenter 

When the Germans launched a surprise attack in World War II on the morning of December 

16, 1944, this would take the Americans completely off guard and would become a great loss 

for American troops. The attack was one of the last of the German offensive campaigns on 

the Western Front, spanning from eastern Belgium, northeast France and Luxemburg from 

December 1944 to January 1945. This would become one of the largest and bloodiest single 

battles fought during World War II by the United States Armed Forces. It became known as 

The Battle of the Bulge.  Also known as the Ardennes Counteroffensive, the intention of the battle was to split 

Allied lines, allow the Germans to take control and force the Western Allies to sign a Peace Treaty that would 

benefit the Axis Powers. American casualties were over 75,000 and German casualties were over 100,000.  

Historian Jim Gibbons will discuss the events that took place before, during and after The Battle of the Bulge 

and will discuss the major commanders, strategies and turning points in the battle. Gibbons will explain why 

the battle was significant to American history, and why to this day, it is seen as one of the most brutal battles 

and second deadliest. 

Date(s): Thursday, December 14   Time: 10-11:15 am   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $10   Non-Member Fee: $15 

 

Guns, Ships, and Cows: The Spanish in the American Revolution with Richard Bell 

PhD, University of Maryland 

Between 1779 and 1782, Spanish rangers from Texas herded 10,000 cows over 500 

miles to Louisiana to help feed Spanish soldiers fighting the British in the American 

Revolutionary War. Spain had joined the war on the patriots’ side in 1779 and would 

spend the next four years contributing a deluge of fresh soldiers, sailors, ships, and 

cows to the war effort. University of Maryland historian Dr. Richard Bell explores this hidden history of Spain’s 

participation in the American Revolution. 

Date(s): Monday, December 18   Time: 1-2:30 pm   # of Sessions: 1   Location: Zoom 

LIFE Member Fee: $19   Non-Member Fee: $29 
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